
PRACTICE: THE ORMOND 
STUDIOS LECTURE SERIES.

The role of the visual artist is to look critically at the 
world and through their practice respond to, and 
challenge ideas about the world we live in. By offering 
alternative or new ‘ways of seeing’ the artist engages in 
and provides debate for change in contemporary society.
 
But what of this word Practice? In the context of art it 
is as above, a critical engagement with contemporary 
issues addressed through creative endeavour. However, 
there is more to living as an artist than simply making 
artwork. We present a three-day seminar that looks at 
not only the process of making and exhibiting art but 
also the practicalities of surviving as a career artist.
 
PRACTICE is a three-day lecture series held in 
Ormond Studios. The series is designed for undergradu-
ates, emerging artists and interested members of the 
public. The aim of the lectures is to promote pro-active 
engagement within the artists’ community, to encourage 
emerging artists to take a positive approach to the cur-
rent economic climate and take initiative.

The topics will cover areas such as setting yourself up 
as an artist or curator; getting involved with collectives; 
setting up your own space; grants and financial options.

The selected speakers are; emerging artists, members of 
collaborative art spaces, mentors, funding entities and 
art practitioners, all whom will share their experiences, 
and provide valuable information about operating in a 
competitive creative environment.
 
Following each group of speakers the audience will 
have the opportunity to ask questions during our open 
forum.
 
The series is free but seating is limited so booking is 
required.

This lecture series is made possible through the gen-
erosity and goodwill of our speakers, the members of 
Ormond Studios and the financial support of The Arts 
Council Ireland.

ARTISTS AND CURATORS
This series of talks are by artists at the beginning of their 
career who have had been successful in exhibiting their 
work nationally and internationally. The selected artists 
and curators will talk about their artistic interests and 
ideas, their work methodology and the opportunities 
they have pursued. These talks are not ‘how-to manuals’ 
but designed as a source of inspiration and encourage-
ment for upcoming graduates and emerging artists alike.

SAM KEOGH (b. Dublin, Ireland, 1985) graduated 
from the National College of Art and Design in Dublin 
2009 with a B.F.A. in Painting. Solo exhibitions include 
Temporary Halo, Storefront, Vancouver BC (May 
2010); BABLE, Artlink, Buncrana, Co.Donegal (July 
2010) awarded as part of the Artlink New Art Award. 
Recent group exhibitions include Gracelands 2010 
(I AM SPARTICUS), Dromahair, Co. Leitrim (Sept. 
2010); Instantaneous Personal Magnetism, Galway Arts 
Centre (September 2010); Radical Love, curated by 
Sam Keogh and Joseph Noonan Ganley, Blessington 
Lakes (August 2010); On The Grid, Camel Art Space, 
Brooklyn, NYC (August 2010); Effect, Broadcast 
Gallery, Dublin (June 2010); Scalar, Ormond Studios 
Dublin (June 2010), Aion Experiments, Project Arts 
Centre, Dublin (Feb. 2010); Done to a Dead End 
& The Dead or Alive Sale, 1001 Nights, Rotterdam 
(March 2010); DANGEROUS THINGS, a collab-
orative residency with Joe Noonan Ganley, Exchange 
Gallery Dublin (Dec 2009);The Great Redundant, 
Sebastian Guinness Gallery, (Dec 2009); Gracelands 
09, Dromahair, Co. Leitrim, (Sept. 2009); EUPRAXIA, 
The Joy Gallery, (Sept. 2010) with Joe Noonan Ganley 
and Alice Lucy Rekab and NEU! Monstertruck Gallery, 
Dublin (Sept 2009). Forthcoming exhibitions include 
The Mare Street Biennale (Unfeasibility Study),10 
Glasshouse Yard, London (November 2010); Smoke 
& Mirrors, The Lightwell Gallery, The University of 
Oklahoma; The Swimming Naked Prophecy, Mermaid 
Arts Centre, Bray, (December 2010). Keogh was the 
recipient of the 2010 Wicklow County Council Artists 
Bursary, the RDS Taylor Award in 2007 and The Clair 
Lynch Award at the 2007 Cork International Film 
Festival. Keogh is co-founder of Radical Love and E.G. 
Curatorial Collective.

FIONA MARRON was born in Co. Monaghan in 
1987. In 2009 she graduated from Fine Art at Dublin 
Institute of Technology and now lives and works in 
Dublin.  In 2007 she co-founded the art collective 
Cannon Fodder. Having been selected for Launch 
2009, her first solo exhibition took place in Gallery 
One at FOUR, Dublin. She was also awarded a solo 
exhibition at The Joinery, Dublin which took place in 
March 2010.  Recent group exhibitions include ‘Hidden 
Memories, Lost Traces’ at Sinopale: Third Sinop Bien-
nial, Turkey and ‘Switch: As Process’ at Catalyst Arts, 
Belfast. In 2009, she partook in Reverse Pedagogy III, 
a residency and exhibition hosted by the Model Arts & 
Niland Gallery, Sligo. Her work also featured in a series 
of screenings at the LAB, Dublin as part of ISEA 2009 
and represented DIT Visual Arts at European League of 
Institutes of Arts’s NEU/NOW online festival.  For the 
past year, Fiona has also been working as studio assistant 
with artist Gerard Byrne.

HELEN HORGAN was born in 1975 in Cork. She 
studied at Letterkenny RTC (Design Graphics) and 
IADT where she received a Bachelor of Arts in Visual 
Arts Practice with First Class Honours. Her work has 
been shown in Ireland and abroad including Thisis-
notashop, Pallas Contemporary Projects and Monster 
Truck Gallery And Studios. Last year Horgan was 
selected for “Neu” Monster Truck Gallery’s show of 
emerging graduates. In February 2010 she exhibited 
work at the Tate Modern, alongside Thisisnotashop and 
The Writing Workshop for the Tates 10th birthday cel-
ebrations show “No Soul For Sale”. Horgan is currently 
working on a body of work for “Trompe Le Monde”, 
Lim    erick City Gallery early 2011 and is enrolled in a 
Masters in Contemporary European Philosophy at Uni-
versity College Dublin. She is a member of The Writing 
Workshop and is co-founder of The Legs Foundation 
for the Translation of Things (LFTT) with writer and 
artist Danyel M. Ferrari (NY).
www.helen-horgan.com

VAARI CLAFFEY is an independent curator based in 
Dublin, Ireland. She is curator/director of the interna-
tional visual art exhibition/event Gracelands, an annual 
program of screenings, lectures and specially commis-
sioned artworks. She is also director and editor with 
Isabel Nolan of Feint publication. 

RAYNE BOOTH is a curator, artist and arts manager 
based in Dublin. She graduated with a degree in Fine 
Art from the National College of Art and Design in 
2004, and an MA in Arts Management and Cultural 
Policy at University College Dublin in 2007. She cur-
rently has responsibility for the administration of the 
gallery at Temple Bar Gallery & Studios where she is 
also Studios Support and Marketing Officer and sits 
on the gallery curatorial panel.  Additionally, she is the 
coordinator of the National College of Art and Design 
Gallery, Dublin. Booth was one of the founders of artist 
run the gallery and studios organisation, Monster Truck, 
and in this capacity has organised and curated numerous 
exhibitions and projects. She has also co-curated several 
major projects with Alan Butler such as ‘The Vending 
Machine Project’ for the Dublin Fringe Festival 2006, 
‘Plasticine’, a launch exhibition for Monster Truck in 
2007 and ‘The Big Store’ for Temple Bar Gallery & 
Studios’ in 2007.  She was curatorial assistant at Temple 
Bar Gallery & Studios from 2008 - 2010, during which 
time she worked on numerous group and solo exhibi-
tions. In 2009 she curated ‘It Goes On’, a group show of 
Irish emerging artists for Temple Bar Gallery & Studios. 
She is currently working on researching a curatorial 
project on internet art and has recently returned to her 
own artistic practice. As an artist her work has been 
exhibited at EV+A, The Stone Gallery, Monster Truck, 
Temple Bar Gallery & Studios, and the Ashford gallery 
at the Royal Hibernian Academy, Dublin.

CAREER MATTERS AND LATERAL THINKING 
IN THE VISUAL ARTS 

Perhaps the greatest challenge for the emerging visual 
artist is finding and sustaining the means to support 
yourself and your art practice. Day three looks at a vari-
ety of strategies for developing and building resources, 
utilising public funding and public information, and 
organising co-operative partnerships.  The day will cover 
topics such as funding sources, applying for funding, 
residencies, setting up collectives, setting yourself up in 
business, and training and development opportunities. 

AIDEEN BARRY is an internationally successful Irish 
visual artist working in the mediums of performance, 
installation, film, sculpture, lens based media, musical 
composition, drawing and animation. She has had solo 
exhibitions in Ireland, most recently The Butler Gallery, 
Kilkenny, The Mermaid Arts Centre, Bray and Galway 
Arts Centre. She has shown internationally at the 
Centre Culturel Irlandais (FR), The Louise T. Bloudin 
Institute in London (UK), The Banff Centre (Canada) 
and more recently in Sound Design for Future Films at 
Moderna Museet (Sweden), The Wexner Centre for the 
Arts in Ohio (US), The NEXT art fair, Chicago 2010. 
In 2008 Barry represented Ireland at The LOOP Bienni-
al in Barcelona (SP). She was Artist in Residence at the 
Banff Centre in Canada and for Convoy in Seydisjordur, 
Iceland. Barry’s public art commission Ludique was 
launched in September 2010. She is short-listed for the 
2010 AIB prize. 
 
CREATE is the national development agency for col-
laborative arts. Their mission is “to provide advice and 
support services to artists and arts organisations working 
collaboratively with communities of place and/or inter-
est” CREATE offers a range of services for artists and 
arts organisations which include Professional Develop-
ment, Learning Development, Project Management and 
Consultancy and Projects and Initiatives that support 
and develop collaborative arts.

MART is a non-profit Art organisation with bases in 
Ireland and the UK. The Primary focus for MART is its 
inclusive ethos which aims to break down boundaries to 
the Visual Arts through its ability to inspire a curiosity 
for knowledge. We want to bring contemporary art to 
the forefront of culture by actively engaging people from 
all sectors of society in both its viewing and produc-
tion. To accomplish this MART holds workshops and 
discussion groups, showcases Artists work online and 
through exhibitions and events, which encompass: 
conventional contemporary galleries, temporary spaces 
within accessible city centre locations and Artist led 
events. MART was set-up by Matthew Nevin, Ciara 
Scanlan and Chloe Freaks in Galway, Ireland in 2006. 
MART is represented by Ciara Scanlan.

PROJECTOR COLLECTIVE was formed in 2006 by 
artists, John Carter, Anthony Kelly and Jay Roche. The 
artists all work individually but have worked collectively 
on various projects in the past. The main aim of the 
Collective is to encourage a collaborative approach to 
making visual art and the core members hope to work 
with or facilitate other artists in making their work in 
the future. The Collective wish to create an arena where 
ideas can evolve and can be realised inside or outside 
the normal environment of the gallery. In pursuing this 
they aim to incorporate and use elements of the Internet 
and the idea of self-publication as a means to creating a 
wider audience. Where a gallery space is used they are 
keen to look for more peripheral environments, either 
in non-commercial spaces or the use of non-gallery 
locations. 

CITIZENS INFORMATION CENTRE have access 
to up-to- date information on all matters of public 
concern such as Education, Training, Health, Social 
Welfare, Taxation, Housing, Financial Affairs and other 
matters including information on organizations and 
services. Speakers will be talking about the type of 
service and practical information they can provide to the 
emerging artist.

DUBLIN CITY ARTS COUNCIL OFFICE provides a 
citywide arts development service, from its base in The 
LAB on Foley Street. The LAB houses a gallery, incuba-
tion space, rehearsal studios for the performing arts and 
training room facilities for professional development. 
The LAB Gallery aims to provide significant opportu-
nities to further artists’ careers at crucial points in the 
development of their arts practice. In particular, the 
LAB is committed to supporting emerging artists and
providing opportunities for first solo shows and to 
work with more established practitioners who are 
investigating new and diverse arts practices.  Due to the 
investigative and innovative nature of the exhibitions 
programme, the LAB works with artists to engage in
dialogue with a range of audiences through talks, 
seminars and publications to further consider their lines 
of enquiry and to develop new audiences for the visual 
arts. Artist studios, exhibition and workshop spaces are 
also provided in The Red Stables. The Arts Office
Service includes programmes for Older Persons, 
Children and Young People, strengthening participa-
tion and involvement of Dublin people in community 
festivals and arts initiatives, and financial support for
arts organisations and artists working and living in 
Dublin City. Sheena Barrett will speak on behalf of 
Dublin City Council Arts Office

SPACES/GALLERIES

This series of talks will focus on studio initiatives and 
collectives. The talks are aimed at encouraging young 
emerging artists to become involved in setting up 
independent spaces and collectives. The selected speak-
ers will come from different spaces and collectives in 
Ireland and will talk about the different methodologies 
of organising spaces and collectives and the pragmatics 
of running them.  It will cover the different method-
ologies of managing yourself as an independent group 
or space, idea pooling and the result of putting these 
into practice. These are to encourage artists to become 
more proactive within the contemporary art world, and 
to provide their own platform for new initiatives and 
projects.  

PALLAS PROJECTS/STUDIOS is a publicly funded, 
not-for-profit, artists-run organisation that operates 14 
artists’ studios, and a dedicated gallery space – Pallas 
Contemporary Projects – which focuses on developing 
exchanges between Irish and international artists with a 
strong conceptual approach working in different media. 
Director Mark Cullen will speak on behalf of Pallas. 

MONSTER TRUCK is a gallery project space and 
studios in Temple Bar and Francis Street. Davey Moor 
is a curator, art manager and photographer.  Since 
2008 he has worked as a curator at Monster Truck, 
Dublin, and from August 2010 as a consultant for 
the Office of Public Works (OPW) Art Management 
division. Between 2008 & 2010 he managed Kevin 
Kavanagh, Dublin becoming a director in 2009.  He has 
produced photo-documentation for many galleries and 
publications, including Musée d’art contemporain de 
Montréal, Temple Bar Gallery, RHA, Irish Arts Review, 
NCAD Gallery & Millennium Court Arts Centre.  In 
2007 he edited/co-wrote the catalogue for the OPW’s 
annual touring exhibition of work from the state collec-
tion.  Between 2005-07 he directed and programmed 
One Gallery, Dublin, and 2004-05 ran photographic 
exhibitions in Dublin for Epoch. He holds an MA in 
Cultural Policy & Arts Management from University 
College, Dublin (2007) and a Diploma in Photography 
from the Institute of Art Design & Technology, Dún 
Laoghaire (2004).

THE GOOD HATCHERY is an ongoing art led initia-
tive outside Daingean, Co. Offaly, Ireland. The Building 
that now homes The Good Hatchery was found on the 
internet in 2006. Using Freecycle, an internet-based re-
cycling website, Carl Giffney made contact with Eileen 
Hanlon. She replied to an advert that read ‘Wanted: 
derelict house or ruin for artists to live in and renovate’. 
Eileen generously offered a nineteenth century hayloft 
for this purpose that, the year before, had received a 
new roof, floor and windows. The building was weather 
proof and split into two floors but was in need of 
further development. Due to the lack of funds that were 
available to its refurbishment, The Good Hatchery was 
born. The speakers are Carl Giffney and Ruth Lyons.

ORMOND STUDIOS is a visual arts initiative located 
on Ormond Quay, D1. Ormond Studios was founded 
by a group of 2009 graduates as a self-managed, 
centrally situated, and affordable working space for 
emerging visual artists.  The space comprises of artists 
studios that become an occasional exhibition and event 
space. The current programme includes monthly cinema 
social nights, monthly peer critiques that is open to 
artists interested in presenting new work and work-in-
progress, a graduate programme that provides a month 
long residency to 4 recent graduates, and an exhibition 
programme. The speakers are Jennette and Nicky.

EXCHANGE DUBLIN is a not for profit, all-ages col-
lective arts centre founded by Andreas Kindler, Dylan 
Haskins and Jonah King in 2009. The centre is run by 
an open, non-hierarchical collective and facilitates a 
wide range of collective practices. The centre is in the 
heart of Dublin’s “cultural quarter”, Temple Bar and 
includes a , gallery venue for events, discussions, cinema 
and a cafe. The centre was founded on collectivist 
principals and intended as a reaction to a perceived cul-
ture of commercialism and individualism prevalent in 
Dublin. Since the initial establishment of the space, the 
project has taken a life of its own with a network of over 
4,000 people and is now managed and co-ordinated by 
dozens of people with events happening every day. The 
speakers are Jonah King and Andreas Kindler.
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